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International Law

During the Den Haag peace conference at the beginning of the 20% century the so called civilized states
agreed to submit to the International Law. The International Law should amongst other topics humanize
warfare, 1e. eliminate brutality against the defenceless.

On January 260 1919 “The Haag War Regulation™ is signed by all participating states amongst therm the
Tnited States of America

The Prizoners of War are part of The DEFENCELESS
The following statutes are establizhed:
Paragraph 4

Prisoners of War are under the supervizion of the enemy state and not of individuals or units whe captured
them. They should be treated humanly. All their personal belongings remain in their hands, with exception
of arms, horses and documents of military matters.

Paragraph 6

The enemy state 15 allowed to use the POWs  according to their ability as a labour force. Officers are
excepted. The wotk should not be extraordinarily hard.

Paragraph 7

The enemy state has to take care about the livelithood of the POW If respective communications concerning
food, housing and clothing do not exist the POW should be treated at the same level as their own troops.

Paragraph 14
Az soon as the hostilities begin an office of POW affairs has to be established by all the war faring parties.
Paragraph 20

After the peace treaties have been sighed the immediate releasze of the POWs has to be secured.

On Tuly 278 1929 the Protective Eegulations of the Genewva Convention for wounded soldiers were expected
to include now also POWs. All accomeodations should be equal to the standard of thewr troops. The Eed
Cross supervises. After the end of the hostilities the POWs should be released immediately.

The Allies signed those regulations.

Break of the Law

1243 the Allies decided to treat the German POWs not as regular POWs but as punishable POWsS
Strafgefangene disregarding the International Law. The supreme commanders of the different forces were
given a free hand in handling the German POW,

On March 10% 1945 Dwight D Eisenhower, the supreme commander of the TS forces, received order not to
release German prisoners captured on German territory but keep therm in captivity as “Disarmned Enemy
Forces” (DEF). These therefore were not protected by the International Law and left at the mercy of the
victors.,

Breaking the International Law at war constitutes according to the International Law as WARCEIME.

The Camps

After the crossing of the Ehine river in march 1945 Eizenhower was ordered to line up camps for German
prisoners at the west banks of the river. Vast areas were confiscated and fenced in barbed wire. The daily
increasing number of prisoners were herded in, wounded, amputees, women, children and old folks.

Ehine camps were set up at of near the following towns:

Alzey
Andernackh
Bad Kreuznackh
Bichelsheim
Bahi
Bretzenheim
Biiderich
Biidesheim
Dietersheim
Diez
Hechisheim
Heidesheim
Ingelheim
Koblenz
Koblenz-Liitzel
Ludwigshafen
Ludwigshafen-Rheingénheim
Meirnz
Mairnz-Kastel
Muainz-Zeahibach
Mannheim
Mannheim-Kéifertal
Mannheim-Sandhaofen
Mannheim-Schinaun
Mannheim-Waldhaf
Miesenheaim
Pleict
Remagen
Rheinberg
Rheinheaim
Schwarzenbormn
Siersharn
Sinzig
Trier
romits
Wickrathhere

Hinzenheim

On May 88 1945, the end of the war, German soldiers, having surrendered  at different fonts of the war
theatre, were imprisoned, cramped into clesed cattle wagons and lorries and then dumped like garbage
across the barbed wire fences. At that time some of the prisoners were already dead To those transports the
Ferman soldiers were added who had escaped the onrushing Eussians hoping to be treated more humanly by
the Allies. Also thrown into those camps were civilians, primarily party leaders, high government officials
and industry captains, fallen under the so called "automatic arrest”, an arrest without further legal process.

When the Allies advanced further East the Americans established about 200 more camps all over Germany
and Austria.

After awhile most of the camps outside the Ehine river were eventually closed and the prisoners sent to the
Ehine camps. One can assume that finally about 5 - & million Germans were kept at thosze camps.

Conditions at the Camps

wome might have heard about the conditions at those camps. Important facts should be repeated:
- Mo registration of the prizoners, neither on arrival nor at their stay.

- The camps are guarded all arcund, floodlight at night Escapes are answered with execution

- SJometimes guards fire into the masses of prisoners without any reason.

- The prizoners bivouac in spite of low temperatures, rain and snow without shelter on the bare ground
which after awhile turns into a bottomless quagmire. They are not allowed to build shelters.

- Tents are not distributed even though German army depots as well as American ones are full of them
- The prizsoners dig holes in the ground to protect themselves against the oy cold. Yet again and again they
are told not to do it and forced to fill the holes with dirt again

- Bulldozers wheel through the Camp rolling over holes and vegetating soldiers.

- There are no washing facilities. Beams are raised above deep pits, close to the fences.
=0 one can observe from the outside natures necessities.

- When the camps opened there was neither food nor water available even though German and American
army depots had plenty of it and the Ehine river carried high water.

- To empty the German depots thewr doors were opened for the public to plunder. Later
on the prisoners receive from T3 stock egg powder, milk powder, cookies, chocolate bars and
coffee powder but still no water. Hunger and sewere intestinal diseases occur.

- The prizoners have no contact with the cutside world Mo mail reaches them. The public 1z
threatened with death penalty if they try to supply the prisoners with food over the fence.

- The German authorities are urged to adwvise the public accordingly. If people stall try ot they are chased
away ot fired at with rifles.

- The Eed Cross can not enter Germany. Eisenhower orders the return of Swiss Eed Cross trains loaded with
food and supplies. Sertously il or dying prisoners are hardly taken care of or not at all. German hospitals
are not approached.

- Guards are partly recruted from released foreign wotkers Former inmates of German
Army prisons, £ 1 from the army penitentiary Torgau, are emploved asz camp police. Mistreatments happen
daily and are not stopped .

For additional detailed infortnation about the Eheinwiesenlager we refer yvou to James Bacgue's “Ofher
Lossas”. Two of Bacque’'s eye witness reports may illustrate the conditions at the Eheinwiesenlager:

An American’s report:

“April 30 was a stormy day, rain, snow, snow rain intermingling and a bone chilling, cold wind blowing
Jrom the North across the flate of the Rhine valley towards the camp. A deeply terrifying view appeared ai
the ather side af the barbed wire fence: Closely pushed together fo warm up each other, hundred thousands
emaciated, apathetic, dirty, gaunt men with hollow eves wearing dirty battle uniforms stayving ankls deep in
aticd.

Here and there you could see dirty-white spois. When locking closer yvou could  notics men wrapped up
their heads ar arms with bandages or men wearing meraly their shiris. The German division commander
said they did not eat for af least two days, and getiing water caused a major problem even though the Rhine
river anly 200 meters away carvied high water.”

A prisoner’s report:

“wome 100000 German soldiers, sick peaple out of hospitals, wamen af the military support services and
civifians were captured. A camp mate of the Rheinsherg camp was 850 vears old, ancther ane only nine.
Fermanent hunger and tormenting thirst plagued them and they died of dvssntery.

A eruel sy poured dovwn, wask long, forrentous rains. Awpuices were shiding ke ampiibians through the
guagmire, thoroughly wel and shivering, Day  in day out, night for zight without shelter, they camped
hopelessiy an the sands of Rheinsberg, finally falling asleep at the collapsing foxhales. ™

Another American report:

I late March or sarly April, 1945, Dwas sent to guard a POW camp near Andernach along the Rhine. [had
four vears af Bigh school German, so [ was able ta talk to the prisoners, although this was forbidden.
Ciradually, however, § was used as an interprater and asked to ferret out members of the 5.5 (1 found none. )
In Andernach about 30,000 prisoners of all ages were held in an apen field surrounded by barbed wire. The
waren were kept in a separate enclosure | did not see until later. The men | guarded had no shelter and na
blanicets: many had no coats. They slapi in the mud, wet and cold, with inadequate siit trenches for
excrament. it was a cold, wet spring and their misery from exposure alone was evident.

Hven more shocking was to see the pricongrs throwing grass and weeds info @ fin can containing a thin
sotp. Thay told me they did this io help sace their hunger pains, Cuickly, they grew emaciated. Dvseniery
raged, and soon they were sleeping in their own excrement, too weak and crowded to reach the slit trenchss,
Mawy were begging for food, sickening and dving bhefore our eves. We had ample food and supplies, but did
nothing to help them, inciuding no medical assisiance.

Chatraged, [ pratested to my afficers and was met with hostility ar bland indifference. When pressed, they
expiained theyv were under strict orders from "higher up." No afficer would dare do this fo 50,000 men if e
Jalt that if was "ot of fine, " leaving him open fo charges. Realizing my proiesis were useless, [ asied a
friend working in the Kichen if he could slip me some extra food for the prisoners. He too said they were
under strict orders to seversly ration the prisoners' food and that thess orders came from "higher up. " But
he said they had maors food than theay bnew what to do with and would sneal me some.

When [ threw this food aver the barbed wire to the prisoners, [ was caught and threatenesd with
impriconment. I repeated the "offence." and one afficer angrily threatened o shoot me. | assumed s was a
binff until [ encountered a captain on a kil above the Rhine shooting down af a group af CGerman civifian
waren with kis 45 calibar pistal, When asked, Why?," he muenbled, "Target practice,” and fired until kis
pistol was gmpiv. 1 saw the women running for cover, but, af that distance, couldn't tell if any had been it

Thiz is when [ realized ['was dealing with cold-blooded Iliers filled with maralistic hatred. They considered
the Germans subbuman and worthy of extermination; another expression of the dowmward spiral of racizm.
Articies in the .1 newspaper, Stars and Stripes, played up the Ferman concentralion camps, complate Witk
photos af emaciated bodies; this amplified our self-rightecus crusliy and made it sasier (o imitate behaviour
we were suppased to appose. Alsa, 1 think, soldiers not expased to combat were trnving ta prave how tough
thev were by faldng it out on the priconers and civilianes.

These prisoners, I faund out, ware muastly farmers and workingmen, as simple and ignorant as many of aur
oW froops. As time went on, more of them lapsed into @ zombie-like state of lstlescness, while others tried
to escape in & demented or suicidal fashion, running through apen fialds in broad daylight towards the
Fhine to quench their thirst. They were mowed down. Some prisoners were as eager jor cigarsties as for
Tood, sayving they ook the edge off their hunger. Accordingly, enterprising G.1L "Fankee traders" wers
aequiring hardes aof watches and rings in exchange jor handiuls of cigarsttes or less. When [ began
throwing cartons of cigareites fo the prisorers fo ruin this trade, [ was threatensd by rank-and-file .1z too.

The only bright spot in this gloomy picture came one night when Iwas pui on the "gravevard shift," from
twa to four A M. Actually, there was a gravevard on the wphill side af this enclosure, not many vards away.
My superiars had forgotten to give me a flashlight and [ hadn't bathered to ask far ane, disgusted as { was
with the whole situation by that fime. It was a fairly bright night and | soon became aware of a prisoner
crawling under the wires towards the graveyard. We were suppossd fo shaot ascapees on sight, so I started
to get up from the ground to warn him to get back, Suddenly I noticed another prisoner crawling from the
gravevard back fo the enclosure. They were risiing their fives o get io the gravevard for something: I had fo
nvesiigale.

When [ entered the gloom aof this shrubby, tree-shaded cemetery, [ felt complately vulnerable, but somebow
curinsity kept me moving., Despite my caution, I iripped over the legs of comeone in a proxe position.
Whipping wy rifle around while stumbling and tring o regain composure of mind and body, I soon was
relieved I hadn't reflaxively fired. The figure sat up. Gradually, [ could see the beautiful but terrar-stricken
Jace of a worman with a pickic basket nearbyv. German civifians were not allowed to feed, nor even come
near the prisoners, so l quickly assured her [ approved af what she was doing, nat ta be afraid, and that [
waonld leave the gravevard io get out of the way.

I did so impmediaiely and saf dows, leaning against @ tree af the edoe of the cemeiary to be inconspicuous
and not frighten the prisoners. imagined then, and still da now, what it would be ke to mest @ beautifil
waran with a pickic basket, under those conditions as a prisoner. I have never forgotien her face.

Eventually, more prisoners crawied back fo the enclosure. I saw they wers dragging food to their comrades
and could anly adwire their courage and devation.

U May 8, V.E. Day, [decided to calebrate with some prisoners Iwas guarding who were baling bread the
other prisoners cccasionally received. This group had all the bread they could eat, and shared the jovial
mood generated by the end of the war. We all thought we were going home soon, a pathetic hope on their
part. We were in what was fo become the French zone, where [ soon would witness the brutality of the
French soldiars when we fransferred our prisaners to them far their siave labour camps. On this day,
however, we were happy.

Az a gesture af friendlinass, | emptied wmy rifle and stood it in the corner, even allowing them fo play with it
at their request! This thoroughly "brake the ive," and soan we were singing sangs we taught each athar ar ]
had learned in high school German ("D, du Jecst wir im Herzen"). Out of gratitude, they baked me o
special small loaf of cweet bread, the only passible present they had lgft to affer. | styffed it in my

" Bisenhower jacket” and snuck it back to my barracks, eating it when [ had privacy. [ have never tasted
more delicious bread, novr foli @ degper senss of comumunion while eating it [ believe a cosmic sense of
Christ (the Oneness of all Baing) revealsd ite normally hidden presence to me on that oceasion, influsnecing
my dater decision to major in philosoply and religion.

Shorely afterwards, some of our weak and sickly prisoners were marched off by French soldiers to their
camp. We were riding on a truck bekind this column, Temporarily, it slowed dowan and dropped back,
perhaps because the driver was as shocked as [ was. Whenever a German prisaner staggerad ar dropped
back, ke was kit on the head with a club until he died. The bodies were rolled to the side of the road to be
picked up by another truck. For many, this quick death wight have been praferable to slow starvation in our

“illing flelds. "

Whan [ finally saw the German women in a separate enclosure, | asied wiyy we were holding them prisoner.
I was tald they were "camp followers, " selected as breeding stock for the S.5. to create a super-race. [ spoke
to same and miust say § never met a more spirited or attraciive group af women. [ certainly didn t think they

desarved impriconment.

I was used increasingly as an interpreter, and was able to prevent some particidarly unfortunate arrests.
One rather amusing incident involved an old farmer who was being dragged away by several M.FP's. Twas
tald he had @ "fancy Nazi medal, " which they showed me. Fortunately, I had a chare identifying such
medals. He'd bean awarded it for having five children! Perhaps his wife was somewhat relieved to get him
"aff Ber back," but I didnt think one of our death camps was a fair puxishment for kis contribution fo
Crermany. The M F.s agreed and releassd him fo continue his "direy work.”

Famine began io spread amaong the German civilians alsa, It was a corunon sight to see Serman wWormen up
fo their eibows in our garbage cans looldng for comething edible -- that is, if they weren't chased away.

Whan [ interviewed mayvors af small towns and villages, Twas told their supply of focd had bean taken away
by "displaced persons" (foreigrers who had worked in Germany), who packed the food on trucks and drove
away. When [ reparted this, the response was a shrug. [ never saw any Red Cross af the camp or haiping
civifians, although their coffee and doughnut stands were available evervwhere else for us. In the meantime,
the Germans had fo rely on the sharing of kidden stores uniil the nexi harvest.

Hunger mads Serman wamen more "available, " but despite this, rape was prevalent and affen accompaniad
by additional viclence. In particular [ remember an eighteen-vear old waman who had the side of her faced
smashed with a riffe buti and was then raped by two (GLLs Bven the French compiained that the rapes,
loating and drunken destructiveness on the part of our troops was excessive. in Le Havre, we'd been given
baaklets warning us that the German saldiers had maintained a kigh standard of behaviuar with Franch
civifians who were peacefil, and that we should do the same. In this we failed miserab .

Moo what?" some would say. "The enermy's atrocities were worse than ours. " It is true that [ experienced
ony the end of the war, when we were already the victors, The German opporfunity for atrocities had faded:
otrs was af Band, Bui twe wrongs don't make a right, Rather than copying our enemy s crimes, we should
aim ance and for all to break the cvele of hatred and vengeance that has plagued and distorfed human
histary., This is why [ am speaking out now, forty-five vears after the crime. We can never prevest individual
war crimes, but we can, if enough of us speak oul, influence government poficy. We can reject government
propaganda that depicts our enemies as sublvman and encourages the kind of cutrages I witnessed, We can
pratest the bambing of civilian targets, which siifl goes on today. And we can refuse ever to caondone our
government's murder af unarmed and defeated prisoners of war.

frealize it is difficult for the average citizen to admil withessing a crime of this magnitude, especiallyv if
implicated Mimsell, Bven (L1's mpathetic to the victime were afraid to complain and get into trouble, they
fald me. And the danger has not ceased. Since I spols out o few weeks aga, [ have recaived thraatening calis
and had my mailbox smashed. But ifs been warth it. Writing about these atrocities has been a catharsis af
feeling suppressed too long, a liberation, and perbaps will remind other witnesses that "the truth will make
uE free, have no fear.” We may even learn a supreme lesson from il this: only love can conguer all.

sanrear Reprinted fram The Journal of Historical Review, val 10, no. 2, pp. 161-106

Those facts prove that the conditions  at the Eheinwiesenlager were not, as so often stated, cavsed by the
inability of the Americans to handle the masses of prizsoners. On the contrary those conditions with all theswr
consequences were wanted, as stated abowe. The responsibility for the treatment of the German POW rested
with the commanders of the TS Army in Europe subordinated to the political control of thewr gowernment.

“When the occupation zones were formed in July 1945, the Eheinwiesenlager were handed over to the
British or French, depending on the geography. The British tried to improwve the food supply for the
prisoners. The French did nothing They started transporting the still physically able as forced labour to
France. Only few returned.

Dying

oot after the Eheinwiesenlager were set up the conditions at the camp caused death. Bacque writes :

“From May 1 until June 157 1045, the army doctors registered at the camps along the banks of the Rhine
@ lervible increase of the death rate - 80 fimes kigher than they ever experienced. Efficient and
consclentious they registered death causes: many died from diarrhoea, many fram dysentery and Hphoid
fever, from tetanus and  blood poisoning,  sumbers not heard off since the Middle Ages. Medical
terminology could not describe the catastrophe the doctors were witnessing., Death caused by emaciation
and exhaustion were registersd — heart failure and prewmonia. ”

Evwery morning the dead are carried away and dumped into hidden mass graves.
Aneyewitness writes:

"The corpses of the starved are daily fransported with lorvies outside the camp and than dumped inio
desp pits, five layvers desp in a long  row. Afier the pits were filled with the dug out soil the mass
graves ware flaitened.”

Then there are also the dead wich submerged at the bottomless quagmires and latrines never being
recovered.

From the camp Buderich:

"They guessed that about 230 corpses are buried sach night. Nobody could excavate the dead, none af them
has been registered. The Americans levelled the dead and pits with bulidozers. ™

Bacque says that between 800000 and 1000.000 German prisoners died at the American and later on  at
the French prisoner- and labour camps, 3/ of them, however, at American camps.

Bacque says:

“The nimber of the victimes is doubiless kigher than 800000 and almosi ceriain more than P00.000, very
possible aver I000.000. Arepe afficars well aware of the situation caused their death. There was enough
food and ather supplies available to save the life of the priconers. Felief organizaiions tried to help the
prisaners at the American camps. The Aremy would not allow it
Al that was shredded in secrecy ai the fime and covered wp with lies. . documents were destraved, alierad
ar kapt as secref matters under lock and bey, And this goes on up fo our days. ™

The official TS history reports only about 2000 dead at the Ehine Meadow Camps. Germany's official
histery books go along with that: Perhaps 10,000 dead in the Eheinwiesen, by no means more!

That would mean that of the 5-& million prisoners who were held at the Ehine Meadows Camp only 0.1 %
of the imprisoned did not survive. & death rate of 0,1 %, however, 15 the death rate of people living under
nortnal conditions. & death rate of 0,1 % 15 impossible regarding conditions in the Eheinwiesenlager.

The Eed Cross says that in spite of all research about 1400000 German soldiers  hawing fought in the IT
World war are still mizsing
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This missing million can’t be caused by the Eussians. In 1990 they have opened their archives to researchers
and shown that they unexpectedly detailed have registered the prisoners’ names having died in Eussia. Only
about 100 000 names of missing soldiers were found The “Iissing Million™ 12 still present.

Bretzenheim

The figure of about 720000 dead at the American Ehine Meadows Camps may be explained by the reports
from the camp Bretzenheim near Bad Ereuznach:

“I was born at 1924 and as a memnber of the 7% Parachute Division captured by Americans on April 20F°
1045, nearly three weeks befors the Jerman capitulation in the Hare Mountains near (uedlinburg after a
hasty retreat from France. A few days later we were Iransportsd on Belgian coal freight cars  fo
Bratzanheinn near Bad Kreuznack,. 00 men in a car, standing shoulder on shouider, no food, no water, no
tailets, After 24 hours we were unloaded at an open field, nearly all the men had water in their legs because
af the long standing. Hardly anvone could walk, The camp was a bare field fenced in with barbed wire, not
¢ single fent, no buildings. We bivouaced body aon body on the muddy ground, one woal bianket for three
men. The latrine consisted af a pit af the size of about two roowms, no seating facilities. If you feil into the pif
vai drowned in the fasces. Cleaning water was not available. Bvery morning first aid aitendants walled
along the endiess rows of layving men and Kcked the ones who they thought they were dead. The first night
about 180 dead were counied.

After a fow dave we received the first drinking water and “food ", one wheat bread, a spoanfull of caffee
povwder, wmilkc powder, egg powder and sugar for 50 prisoners. At that camp I staved until June 127 1045,
wihen [ was afficially released. ”
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From another prizoner this is reported:

Y. .in spite af heing emaciated fo a skeleton and in spite of staring with kis burning  eves ai the dark siy
and tring to figure out when vou will join yvour comrades who were collecied every maorning, then fined up
af the edge of the road fo be dumped af the “heroes cometery. .7

A former inmate of the camp writes:

“Rrom April uniil Sube 1945, the people of Breizenheim could have seen gvery morning the piles of up fo
L80 corpsas af the gate and watched the loading af the deceased on lorries then speeding away fo the
“Talgenberg ” feallow mountain) near Kreuznack and the “Siromberg ™ (stream mountainl.

That means that under American administration about 15000 tmen died in the Camp Bretzenheimn. "With a
camp capacity of 130,000 prisoners, reported by the author, a death rate of 11.15 % sounds correct. Add to
this the innumerable emaciated prisoners who suffocated at the bottomless mud or fell into the latrines from
where there was no escaping.

“How many dved already in this mud? And how many hunger starved men might this mud &ill engull? The
md sfill gushes offen with hiz terrible power over us, the iofally weakened and defenceisss during these
Meny weeks when death harvested so mercilessiv. ™

“Many or even most of the men weres victime of the mud and the bottomises pitfalls of the latrines. When we
used them gfier the long lasting rains flke now, April early May, it degensrated to an ugly game of fife and
death., That fact shouwld not be missed by any camp chrowicle. Af that fime, primarily af might some could
arly ardususly crawl along the urgent way to the latrines and he never refurned to the fox holes of his
comrades because he fall into the indescribable abves from wiere there is no return. ™

If vou add to the dead at the gate of camp Bretzenheim the ones who perished during the first months in the
mud and the latrines, you will reach after a cautious estimate a death rate of 13%. There 15 no reason to
figure out a lower death rate for the other camps. Similar conditions existed there If vou accept a total camp
population of 5 million 1 American camps and a death rate of 15%, a total of 730000 dead seems
reasonable. Bacque arrives at the same figure.

The Dead

Where are the remains of the dead of the Ehine Meadow Camps? About 5000 dead were buried during that
time at the cetneteries of the American camps Just as many as the official historiography admits. The
official authorities newver felt responsible to look out for mass graves in the vicinity of the Ehine Meadows
Catnps or the dead at the camp sites. The dead who officially do not exist are not searched for.

The hands of the "Volksbund Fir Deutsche Eriegsgriberfiirsorge™ (A ssociation for the care of German war
cemeteries) are tied up. According to the War Graves Law of 1952 the association can only wotk on
cases happening in foreign countries. At home they have to wait for an excavation order from their German
authorities. Such an order will never be given

Excavation at the Camp Bretzenheim

Only once an excavation had been undertaken. Otto Schinitt from Guldenthal near Bretzenheim, a member
of the German Bundeswehr (army) started around 1970 on his own initiative to find out about the fate of the
lost prisoners of the camp Bretzenheim. He started a private excavation.

After a short while, however, uninvited guests arrived at the area A deputation of the Bad Ereuznach
county delivered a letter informing that the area 15 from now on protected as an historical monument and
that the office for Care of Monuments in Mainz does not permit an excavation. & penalty of 250000 DI 12
set. Otto Schinitt had to leave and eventually to give up.

The camp area of Bretzenheim is declared as “cultural property” and any disturbance or excavation 13
strictly forbidden by German authorities!

Why is it that way ?

Why are the war crimes committed at the Rhine Meadow
Camps stll not atoned?

Why are our fathers and grandfathers still not recovered from the massgraves, the

quagmire pits and
the latrines at the Rhine river ?

Why do the defeated, the Germans, even after more than half a century not dare to
touch their own dead?

Why do the defeated still accept that mourning for their dead is not
allowed?

Why is it almost a crime to honour the dead at the Rhine

Meadows 7

It is as if a curse hovers not only over the Dead Camps at the Rhine but over the whole
couniry, where the dead cry in vain for the ones who still live.



